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Jen

“How can you possibly know what noises she 
made?!”

We started the Goddess Society on the day Shelley quit 
VFKRRO��,W�JDYH�XV�D�ZKROH�ORW�RI�WURXEOH���KHDUWDFKH��WHDUV�
DQG��LQ�P\�FDVH��RQH�KHHO�VQDSSLQJ�FOHDQ�RII�D�YHU\�H[-
pensive (borrowed) Valentino stiletto. Still, we wouldn’t 
FKDQJH�LW��1RW�IRU�D�VHFRQG��1RW�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ��%HFDXVH�WKH�
Goddess Society made us happier than we ever dreamed 
possible. And it gave us something else too - see, we started 
RII�DV�EHVW�IULHQGV��EXW�ZH�HQGHG�XS�PRUH�OLNH�VLVWHUV��$QG�
WKDW·V�IRU�HYHU�

6R�LPDJLQH�WKLV�VRUW�RI�WLQNO\�KDUS�PXVLF�DQG�WKH�VFHQH�
going all misty. In case you’re not getting the vibe, here’s a 
hint:

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE PAST  
(Enjoy Your Visit)

/LD�DQG�,�DUH�LQ�WKH�FRPPRQ�URRP�DOUHDG\��ERWK�ZLWK�FRIIHH�
DQG�VWLFN\�EXQV�IURP�WKH�FDIHWHULD��ZKHQ�6KHOOH\�FRPHV�
swaying in, drops her Muji bag on the table and starts 
WHOOLQJ�XV�WKH�JRVVLS�HYHQ�EHIRUH�VKH·V�JRW�KHU�GLVJXVWLQJO\�
skinny backside on the chair.
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“So, Carrie’s up at the park in her mum’s car losing it 
ZLWK�0D[��\HDK"µ�VKH�VD\V��VWDUWLQJ�ULJKW�DW�WKH�MXLF\�ELW��
6KHOOH\·V�RQO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OLIH·V�MXLF\�ELWV��´$QG�VKH·V�
like ‘uh, uh, oooo, baby!’ and they’re really into it, and she 
ZDQWV�WR�FRPH�VR�VKH�VKRYHV�KHU�KLSV�XS�DQG�SXVKHV�KHU�IHHW�
against the windscreen and starts going, ‘Ah, ah, ahhhhhhh-
hhhhhhh, yes, yes, YESSSSSSS!”’

Lia joins in the orgasm re-enactment while I choke on 
P\�VWLFN\�EXQ��%\�WKH�ZD\��LQ�FDVH�\RX�KDGQ·W�QRWLFHG"�,·P�
QRW�DV�ORXG�DV�P\�IULHQGV�

“How can you know that?!” I splutter. “How can you 
possibly know what noises she made? Did she tell you?”

6KHOOH\�ORRNV�DW�PH�OLNH�,·P�IURP�DQRWKHU�SODQHW��´*RG��
QR��$QG�GRQ·W�OHW�RQ�ZH�NQRZ��HLWKHU��/XF\�KHDUG�LW�IURP�
Heather who’s in the swimming club with Georgie who’s 
&DUULH·V�PDWH�IURP�KRPH�µ

“So Lucy told you?”
6KHOOH\�ORRNV�H[DVSHUDWHG��´1R��/XF\·V�ELJ�VLVWHU�-HVV��

ZKHQ�,�JDYH�KHU�D�OLIW�KRPH�IURP�WKH�J\P�ODVW�QLJKW�µ�VKH�
says, like it’s completely obvious. “Anyway, I haven’t even 
got to the good part.”

´2K��VRUU\�WR�LQWHUUXSW�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�ÁRZ�µ�,�VD\�VDUNLO\��
“do go on.”

/LD·V�H\HV�DUH�SRSSLQJ�RXW�RI�KHU�KHDG�E\�WKLV�WLPH�DQG�,�
can tell she’s thinking, there’s more?

,·P�SUHWHQGLQJ�WR�EH�DERYH�WKLV�VRUW�RI�VWXII��EXW�UHDOO\�
,·P�DV�NHHQ�DV�VKH�LV��,·P�SUREDEO\�GRRPHG�WR�OLIHORQJ�
YLUJLQLW\��EXW�VWLOO��DQ\�LQIR�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�PLJKW�EH�XVHIXO��
just in case.

“So that’s all great and she’s done it and she’s really 
KDSS\��EXW�WKHQ�WKH�QH[W�GD\�VKH�JHWV�LQ�WKH�FDU�ZLWK�KHU�
mum, to go to Sainsbury’s, and it’s raining...”

´<HDK"µ�VD\V�/LD��MLJJOLQJ�XS�DQG�GRZQ�DV�LI�VKH·V�DERXW�
WR�SHH�KHUVHOI�
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´$QG�VR�WKH�ZLQGVFUHHQ�VWHDPV�XS�DQG�WKHVH�WZR�IRRW-
SULQWV�DSSHDU��OLNH�LQYLVLEOH�LQN��RQ�WKH�LQVLGH�RI�WKH�JODVV��
Her mum went crazy!”

/LD�H[SORGHV��´1R�ZD\�µ�$V�KHU�FRIIHH�VORSV��,�VHH�VKH�
hasn’t touched her sticky bun. Huh, the deal was we’d both 
have one.

7KH\�REYLRXVO\�WKLQN�LW·V�KLODULRXV��EXW�,·P�PRUWLÀHG��
It just seems so sordid – and with everyone knowing about 
LW�DV�ZHOO��$QG�ZKDW�D�ZD\�IRU�\RXU�mum�WR�ÀQG�RXW��<XFN��
It’s enough to send me screaming to the nearest nunnery.

´3RRU�&DUULH�µ�,�VD\��ZLWK�IHHOLQJ��´,�GRQ·W�ZDQW�P\�ÀUVW�
time to be tacky like that.”

´0H�QHLWKHU�µ�VD\V�6KHOOH\��SXOOLQJ�DQ�DSSOH�IURP�KHU�
EDJ�DQG�WDNLQJ�D�ELJ�ELWH��%HFDXVH�VKH·V�EXV\�GHPROLVKLQJ�
the apple it takes her a minute to realize we’re both staring 
at her. “What?” she cries into the silence, spraying juice 
everywhere.

´,�WKRXJKW�\RX·G�GRQH�LW�DJHV�DJR�µ�/LD�H[SODLQV��´<RX�
NQRZ��KDYLQJ�\RXU�RZQ�ÁDW�DQG�WKDW��%HLQJ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�
all those yummy male models.”

Shelley looks at me. I look back, yeah I thought so too. 
,�WKRXJKW�VR�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�DERXW�IRXUWHHQ�WKHUH�
were all these rumours about Shelley and Dan Evans doing 
LW�RQ�D�SLOH�RI�FRDWV�DW�.LHUDQ�-RKQVRQ·V�SDUW\��/LD�GRHVQ·W�
know about that because she only moved here about two 
years ago and, me being me, I never asked Shelley about 
LW���,�MXVW�DVVXPHG�LW�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�IRUJHW�DV�
quickly as possible. I know I�ZRXOG��,�IHHO�JXLOW\�IRU�EHOLHY-
ing it now.

Shelley crunches her apple more slowly, thinking. Then 
VKH�SXOOV�RXW�WKLV�FUD]LO\�ODUJH�(YLDQ�ERWWOH�IURP�KHU�EDJ��
unscrews the lid very slowly and takes a long swig. This is 
what Shelley does when she’s buying time. “I can see why 
you’d think I had,” she says eventually. “I’ve got motive, 
PHDQV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\�DOO�VRUWHG��%XW�,�JXHVV�,·YH�MXVW�EHHQ�
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VR�IRFXVVHG�RQ�ZRUNLQJ��,I�D�VKRRW�RU�FDVWLQJ�ÀQLVKHV�HDUO\��
,�JR�DQG�VHH�6WLFN�DW�WKH�/LO\�3DG��,�PHHW�SOHQW\�RI�EORNHV��
but when would I have time to go out with them?”

´6KHOOH\��\RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�MXVWLI\�\RXUVHOI�WR�XV�µ�,�VD\�
gently.

´<HV��\RX�GR�µ�VD\V�/LD��RQO\�KDOI�MRNLQJ��´,�PHDQ��DOO�
those lush guys going to waste! It should be a criminal 
RIIHQFH�µ

6KHOOH\�IURZQV��´7KH\�are lush too. On that swimwear 
shoot with Sam Weston last week I was virtually drooling. 
It’s just, I know girls who’ve got involved with the lads 
and it’s so awkward when it doesn’t work out. So I don’t 
even go there - plus I’m always busy working my arse 
RII�WR�NHHS�XS�ZLWK�WKLV�EORRG\�VFKRROZRUN���DQG�,·P�still 
IDLOLQJ�µ�6KH�VLJKV�GHHSO\�DQG�VOXPSV�RYHU�KHU�ZDWHU�ERWWOH��
´,W·V�RIÀFLDO�µ�VKH�JURDQV��´,·YH�JRW�QR�OLIH�µ

:H�GLGQ·W�PHDQ�WR�EULQJ�6KHOOH\�GRZQ��%XW�LW�VRPH-
times happens accidentally - like popping a balloon. One 
minute she’s this bright, bouncy thing and then she’s just 
D�OLPS�ELW�RI�SODVWLF�ZLWK�QR�YD�YD�YRRP��,�WU\�WR�SXOO�KHU�
RXW�RI�LW��´<RX�have�JRW�D�OLIH���WKH�VRUW�RI�OLIH�PRVW�JLUOV�
ZRXOG�NLOO�IRU���JHWWLQJ�WR�ZHDU�DOO�WKDW�FRRO�VWXII�DQG�VHHLQJ�
\RXUVHOI�LQ�PDJD]LQHV�DQG�DOO�WKDW��$QG�QR�ZRQGHU�\RX·UH�
DOZD\V�NQDFNHUHG���\RX·UH�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�DOPRVW�D�IXOO�WLPH�
MRE�DQG�WKUHH�����WZR�$�OHYHOV�µ�6KHOOH\�GURSSHG�%XVLQHVV�
6WXGLHV�MXVW�DIWHU�WKH�)HEUXDU\�/RQGRQ�)DVKLRQ�:HHN��ZKHQ�
VKH�UHDOO\�UDQ�KHUVHOI�LQWR�WKH�JURXQG�

“And it’s not totally your own place,” says Lia. “I mean, 
it’s still in your mum’s house, and she’s the nosiest person 
since sliced bread.”

“Well, it’s not like no one’s ever interested,” Shelley 
admits, rallying. “I spent last Wednesday draped round two 
JRUJHRXV�EORNHV�DQG�WKH\�ERWK�DVNHG�IRU�P\�QXPEHU�µ
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´([DFWO\�µ�,�VD\��6KH�VPLOHV�DQG�KH\�SUHVWR��ZH·UH�
back in Happyland. I reckon I should be a counsellor or 
something.

´,W·V�WLPH�,�KDG�VRPH�IXQ�µ�VKH�VD\V��´,�PHDQ��DOO�ZRUN�
DQG�QR�SOD\�PDNHV�6KHO�D�YLUJLQ�IRU�HYHU��%HQ�DQG�3DXO�DQG�
Sam, look out!”

,�DJUHH�WKDW�6KHOOH\�VKRXOG�KDYH�PRUH�IXQ��EXW�,·P�QRW�
sure about all this male model business. We’ve been to one 
or two parties with her (literally one or two, she hardly 
ever has time to go out), and the guys I met seemed pretty 
shallow to me. “Let’s just promise each other that however 
LW�KDSSHQV��LW�ZRQ·W�EH�WDFN\�µ�,�VD\��ZLWK�IHHOLQJ�

“What do you mean by tacky?” asks Lia, while Shelley 
SXQFKHV�EXWWRQV�RQ�KHU�PRELOH��FKHFNLQJ�IRU�PHVVDJHV�IURP�
her agency.

´6PRNLQJ�DIWHU�µ�,�VD\��´2U�VPRNLQJ�EHIRUH��RU�GXULQJ�µ�
In case you didn’t get that? I hate smoking.

“During?” says Lia, giggling.
6KHOOH\�EHHSV�DURXQG�D�ELW�PRUH��VFULEEOHV�D�IHZ�WKLQJV�

LQ�KHU�ÁXII\�SLQN�QRWHERRN�WKHQ�ÁLSV�KHU�SKRQH�VKXW��´/HW·V�
make a list,” she says, turning to a clean pink page.

,�UHFNRQ�%XVLQHVV�6WXGLHV�$�OHYHO�ZDV�D�ELJ�ZDVWH�RI�
6KHOOH\·V�WLPH�DQ\ZD\��,�PHDQ��D�OLVW"�7KH�%XVLQHVV�6WXGLHV�
kids should study her.

Shelley writes: 7R�QRW�KDYH�WDFN\�VH[�RQ�\RXU�ÀUVW�WLPH��
avoid the following:

���'RLQJ�LW�LQ�\RXU�PRWKHU·V�FDU�DQG�OHDYLQJ�IRRWSULQWV�
on the windscreen.
$W�ÀUVW�WKDW·V�DOO�ZH·YH�JRW�GRZQ��%XW�SUHWW\�VRRQ�ZH�

FRPH�XS�ZLWK�D�ZKROH�ORDG�RI�QR�QRV�
���'RLQJ�LW�RQ�D�VRID�
3: Chewing gum during.
4: Wearing manky old underwear.
���%ULVWO\�OHJV��RQ�WKH�JLUO��
6: Dodgy jewellery (on the guy).
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We’re just getting grossed-out about “7: In your parents’ 
bed” (I mean, eew!) when Mrs Parsons comes in and has a 
go at us because the bell went ages ago.

“And you shouldn’t be in here at all, young lady,” she 
adds, thinking she’s being all witty by emphasizing the 
young.

´1R�RQH�HOVH�PLQGV�µ�VD\V�/LD��VRUW�RI�LQWR�KHU�VOHHYH�
It’s true - Mrs Parsons is the only teacher who doesn’t 

JHW�WKDW�/LD·V�OLNH�D�VHYHQWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�WUDSSHG�LQ�D�ÀIWHHQ�
\HDU�ROG·V�OLIH��%XW�ZH�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�VWDUW�KHU�RII���WHFKQL-
FDOO\��/LD�LVQ·W�D�VL[WK�IRUPHU��DQG�WKH�ODVW�WKLQJ�VKH�QHHGV�
LV�0UV�3DUVRQV�ODXQFKLQJ�D�IXOO�VFDOH�FDPSDLJQ�WR�SXEOLFL]H�
WKH�IDFW��$V�ZH�ZDON�RXW�6KHOOH\�ÁLFNV�KHU�WKH�9V�XVLQJ�KHU�
VXEWOH�PHWKRG�RI�SUHWHQGLQJ�WR�VFUDWFK�KHU�QRVH��,�VODS�KHU�
hand down because it’s not that subtle.

´7DFN\�6H[�1XPEHU�(LJKW�µ�/LD�ZKLVSHUV��JODQFLQJ�
EDFN�DW�0UV�3DUVRQV��´([FHVVLYH�IDFLDO�KDLU��2Q�WKH�JLUO�µ�
And we all crack up again.

/LD�VFRRWV�RII�WR�VRPH�REVFXUH�*&6(�VXEMHFW�OLNH�)RRG�
7HFKQRORJ\�ZKLOH�6KHOOH\�DQG�,�VOLS�LQ�DW�WKH�EDFN�RI�0HGLD�
Studies. They’re watching American Beauty with the blinds 
drawn, taking notes. Mr Jenkins notices us slide in late, and 
says, “Nice to see you at last, Miss Green.”

+H·V�UHIHUULQJ�WR�DOO�WKH�WLPH�6KHOOH\·V�KDG�WR�WDNH�RII�
IRU�PRGHOOLQJ�MREV��,W�DOO�VWDUWHG�DERXW�D�\HDU�DJR��ZKHQ�
WKH�WKUHH�RI�XV�ZHUH�ZDONLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�.LQJ·V�5RDG��OLQNHG�
DUPV��JRLQJ�WR�JHW�WKH�WUDLQ�EDFN�WR�%HFNHQKDP��7KLV�FDU�
VFUHHFKHG�WR�D�KDOW�ULJKW�E\�XV�DQG�DOO�WKH�WUDIÀF�ZDV�EHHS-
ing but this woman didn’t bat an eyelid. She got out and just 
stared�DW�6KHOOH\��:H�WKRXJKW�VKH�IDQFLHG�KHU�RU�VRPHWKLQJ��
especially when she handed over her card and said, “Call 
me.” Then she had to go because she was getting yelled at 
IRU�EORFNLQJ�WKH�EXV�ODQH��%XW�ZKHQ�VKH�SXOOHG�DZD\��JLYLQJ�
WKH�EXV�JX\�WKH�9V�RXW�RI�WKH�VXQURRI��ZH�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�
card. She turned out to be a model scout. Lia and I weren’t 
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VXUSULVHG��6KHOOH\·V�VL[�IRRW�RQH��ZKLSSHW�WKLQ��ZLWK�ORQJ�
FKRFRODWH�EURZQ�KDLU�DQG�D�VWURQJ��DQJXODU�IDFH��,W·V�DPD]-
ing it didn’t happen earlier.

So, anyone would call the number, right? Not Shelley. 
That’s not her style. Instead, she rang the best agency in 
/RQGRQ�DQG�ERRNHG�KHUVHOI�D�JR�VHH��2I�FRXUVH��WKH\�ZHQW�
DV�FUD]\�RYHU�KHU�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�ZRPDQ�DQG�VLJQHG�KHU�XS�OLNH�
a shot. Shelley doesn’t mess around with second best. An-
\ZD\��DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�\HDU��ZKHQ�LW�ORRNHG�OLNH�VKH·G�EH�
away maybe twice a month, the school were pretty positive 
DERXW�LW��%XW�QR�RQH�KDG�DQ\�LGHD�VKH·G�JHW�WKLV�PXFK�ZRUN��
Now it’s more like twice a week, or maybe even three 
times (thrice a week?!) - anyway, let’s just say the novelty’s 
ZHDULQJ�RII�

When Mr Jenkins is looking at the screen, Shelley slips 
KHU�SKRQH�RXW�RI�KHU�EDJ�DQG�KLGHV�LW�LQ�KHU�ODS��6KH�QHYHU�
WXUQV�LW�RII���ever. I’ve even seen her taking calls in the 
bath. About ten minutes later, she looks at me with these 
huge wide eyes and grips the desk. She scribbles something 
and turns her notepad towards me. It says, “Who needs a 
man when you’ve got your phone on vibrate!”

7KH�WH[W�LV�IURP�/LD��ZKR·V�REYLRXVO\�ERUHG�LQ�0HWDO�
Engineering or whatever it is. The screen glows in the 
darkened room: Tcky sx no 9. Sum1 slaps ur ass and makes 
tht clickng noise 4 horss!

Mr Jenkins is cool so normally we don’t muck about 
LQ�0HGLD�6WXGLHV��%XW�ZH·UH�DOUHDG\�K\SHG�XS��VR�ZH�FDQ·W�
KHOS�VQLJJHULQJ�OLNH�%HDYLV�DQG�%XWWKHDG��,�IHHO�WHUULEOH�IRU�
EHLQJ�VR�UXGH��EXW�,�MXVW�FDQ·W�VWRS�P\VHOI�

´1R�RQH�FDQ�DIIRUG�WR�WDNH�SKRQH�FDOOV�LQ�P\�FODVV�µ�KH�
says sternly. “Especially not you, Shelley.”

1RZ��LI�,�ZHUH�LQ�6KHOOH\·V�-LPP\�&KRRV�,·G�DSRORJL]H�
WR�0U�-HQNLQV�DQG�JHW�EDFN�WR�ORRNLQJ�DOO�VWXGLRXV��%XW�
VKH·V�D�VWLFNOHU�IRU�GHWDLO�
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´,W�ZDVQ·W�D�FDOO��LW�ZDV�D�WH[W�µ�VKH�VD\V��ZLWKRXW�D�KLQW�
RI�FKHHN�

Mr Jenkins gives her a killer look, but lets it go.
$QG�WKDW�VKRXOG·YH�EHHQ�LW��VRUWHG��%XW�WKHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�

KDSSHQV�WKDW�UHDOO\�LVQ·W�6KHOOH\·V�IDXOW��,W·V�PLQH��,W�JHWV�WR�
WKH�ELW�LQ�WKH�ÀOP�ZKHQ�/HVWHU�DQG�&DURO\Q�QHDUO\�GR�LW�RQ�
WKH�FRXFK��,�OHDQ�RYHU�DQG�ZKLVSHU��´7FN\�V[�QR����µ�DQG�ZH�
ERWK�EXUVW�LQWR�ÀWV�

0U�-HQNLQV�ÁLSV�OLNH�D�SDQFDNH�
,W·V�QRW�WKDW�6KHOOH\�JRW�WKURZQ�RXW�H[DFWO\��,W·V�MXVW�

WKDW�KDOIZD\�WKURXJK�KLV�VSHHFK�DERXW�KRZ�VKH�ZDV�FUD]\�
IRU�SXWWLQJ�D�VKRUW�WHUP�PRQH\�VSLQQHU�DERYH�JHWWLQJ�DQ�
education, something inside her just went. I’ve known her 
a long time, so I could spot it. She doesn’t get angry, like 
/LD�ZRXOG��RU�WHDUIXO��OLNH�PH��6KH�MXVW�goes somehow, and 
then you can’t touch her. It’s something I really envy - Miss 
(PRWLRQDO�-HOO\�WKDW�,�DP��%XW�LW�ZDV�D�VKDPH�LQ�D�ZD\��
because the poor guy was just trying to wake her up to 
what she was throwing away, and he lost her. Shelley was 
DSSDUHQWO\�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�KLP�ZLWK�WKLV�GHHSO\�WKRXJKWIXO�ORRN�
RQ�KHU�IDFH��OLNH�VKH·G�VHHQ�WKH�OLJKW��DQG�,�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�
say, “Give it up, sir. She’s gone.”

So Shelley smiles and apologizes. She says he’s right 
DQG�WKDW�VKH·OO�PDNH�PRUH�RI�DQ�HIIRUW�DQG�WKHQ�VKH�SLFNV�XS�
KHU�EDJ�DQG�H[FXVHV�KHUVHOI�IRU�WKH�ORR�

0U�-HQNLQV�WDNHV�WKH�'9'�RII�SDXVH�DQG�SUREDEO\�
FRQJUDWXODWHV�KLPVHOI�RQ�VDYLQJ�DQRWKHU�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ·V�
IXWXUH��0\�VWRPDFK·V�FKXUQLQJ��EXW�,�JHW�P\�KHDG�GRZQ�
over my notes. And when the bell goes I pick up Shelley’s 
jacket, because I know she’s not coming back.
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